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EASTERN CAPE HEALTH MEC NTANDOKAZI CAPA TO LEAD PROVINCIAL LAUNCH OF 1.1
MILLION ART GAP & 5 MILLION END TB CAMPAIGN

The Eastern Cape Department of Health, under the leadership of the MEC for Health, Ntandokazi
Capa, will spearhead the provincial launch of the 1.1 Million Antiretroviral Treatment (ART) Gap
and 5 Million End TB Campaign on 10 October 2025. This campaign is a national mandate aimed

at accelerating South Africa’s fight against HIV and TB.

This campaign comes at a critical time. Despite the Eastern Cape’s progress in expanding access
to HIV treatment, over 142,000 people in the province remain unengaged or lost to follow-up,
threatening national progress towards the 95-95-95 targets by December 2025. At the same time,
Buffalo City Metro ranks as the eighth highest TB-burdened district in South Africa, underscoring

the urgency of scaling up both HIV and TB services.

MEC Ntandokazi Capa will lead this high-profile mobilisation, bringing together government
leaders, civil society, development partners, and affected communities. The MEC continues to
drive the urgent call to close the treatment gap, re-engage those who have stopped treatment, and
scale up TB testing and prevention to save lives. The campaign will also spotlight children,
adolescents, and men, who remain the most underrepresented in testing, treatment initiation, and

retention statistics.

The event will feature integrated service delivery on-site, with thousands of community members
expected to benefit from free health and social services. These include HIV testing and ARV
initiation, TB screening, child health services, cervical cancer screening, family planning, chronic
and emergency services, dental and rehabilitation services, psychosocial support, as well as Home

Affairs and Social Development services.

Fraud prevention line: 0800 701 701 2030

24 hour Call Centre: 0800 032 364
Website: www.echealth.gov.za



This integrated approach reflects the government’s commitment to tackling HIV, TB, and related

health challenges holistically and at the community level.

This provincial launch is not only a call to action but also a platform for holding ourselves
accountable. It signals the Eastern Cape’s determination to contribute meaningfully to South
Africa’s national goal of ending HIV and TB as public health threats. By December 2025, the
province must close the gap of 142,928 people needing ART initiation or re-engagement — and

this campaign marks a decisive step in that direction.

Members of the media are invited to attend and cover the launch.

Theme: Phakama Eastern Cape — Let’s Close the Gaps, End TB & HIV Together
DATE: Friday, 10 October 2025

TIME: 09:00 AM

VENUE: UB Grounds, Polar Park, Dimbaza
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