
 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

 

Date: 24 January 2025 

 

Response: Cancer Medicines shortage in Gqeberha 

The department wishes to state that the Cancer medicines that were in short 
supply have been delivered by the said Suppliers on Wednesday 22 January 
2025. 

 

The medicines that were in short supply were Docetexal injection and 
anastrazole tablets supplied by one contracted supplier.  

 

Usually when one product is unavailable, a substitute product of equivalent 
efficacy is provided in a way to ensure that patients to do not interrupt their 
critical cancer treatment.   

 

The challenge was due to suppliers suspending the account with the 
department due to delayed payment.  Negotiations were held with the 
suppliers and an agreement was reached to release some stock while the 
department commits to settle a portion of the debt in the current financial 
year.  

 

The department is pleased to announce that these companies released some 
orders to Gqeberha (PE) Provincial Hospital and Frere hospital on the 22nd 
January 2025.   
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Engagements are continuing to ensure that there is no stock out of these 
critical medicines.  We are committed to treating cancers at our Nelson 
Mandela Academic Hospital, Frere Hospital, and Gqeberha (PE) Provincial 
Hospital.   

 

 

Issued by: Siyanda Manana (Mr) 

Director: Communications 

Eastern Cape Department of Health 

Cell: 0833781646 

Email: siyanda.manana@echealth.gov.za 
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